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“Go back,” she said, “and stay with
him. I go to feed Maureen’s child ; and
as 1 do to her may the Mother of God do
to me and mine ! ”

She stood at the door of the wretched
cabin where a gaunt man, the ghost of Con
Heffernan, crouched by the embers, and in
the corner Maurcen lay silent with the
child creeping and crying against her.
Con Heffernan stood up and his face was
“humble.

“If you come in friendship, Brigid
Dwyer, you are welcome,” he said; *‘if
vou come in hatred your vengeance is here
before you.”

“ My child is dead,” she answered, “and
he sends me to give his milk to your
child.”

As she said it her eyes looked at the
man with indifference, hardly sceing him,
indeed. Her heart was with her dead
lamb out in the rain, and what else there
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ORE than one notice has already
appeared in the Press on the
important and interesting objects brought
home from the late expedition to Benin
City. These spoils principally consist of
clephants’ tusks, covered with elaborate
carvings in low relief, and of metal cast-
ings, in which many of the subjects repre-
sented on the tusks are found repeated.
The discovery of these treasures resembles
that of a valuable manuscript. They are a
new “Codex Africanus,” not written on
fragile papyrus, but in ivory and imperish-
able brass: and it will be long before
their significance for the historical and
cthnological study of the West African
kingdoms can be cstimated at its full
value. In the meantime, while men of
science are engaged in sifting their evi-
dence, let us attempt an ad imferim sketch
of the material which lies before them,
and of the country in which it was dis-
covered.

Google

CRY OF THE CHILD.

FROM

419

was was turning to the dead child’s
father.

She still stood at the threshold of the
house, and on her face the brightness grew.

* God save all here ! ” she said, with the
familiar Irish greeting. Then she went to
Maureen’s side, and took up the crying
baby. Hungrily, hungrily she held it to
her breast, and as the child fed, her face
grew almost happy. She heard no more
the crying of her lamb in the rain; and
softly, softly with the milk her tears began
to flow.

So Brigid Dwyer took the child of the
man and woman who had betrayed her
and fostered it. And the child’s mother
came back to life in time, because of the
case and comfort that Brigid Dwyer
brought her. But when she was well, and
the child weaned, Brigid gave her the half
of her farm and went away to live with her
husband the other side of the mountain.

BENTIN.
DALTON.

The story of the expedition and its
causes is still fresh in the general memory.
It may be read in the Parliamentary
Reports in Commander Bacon’s * Benin,
the City of Blood,” and in the stirring
little book entitled ‘ The Benin Massacre,”
by Captain Alan Boisragon, one of the
two survivors of Consul Phillips’s ill-fated
mission. But there are a few facts about
Benin and its relations with Europe which
deserve a brict consideration here.

Benin is the name of a negro kingdom
and its capital, Iving to the west of the
Lower Niger, and with casy access to the
sca.  Its annals, before it came in contact
with EFurope, are obscure ; but the great
bend of Africa to the north of it has been
traversed for so many centuries by ancient
trade-routes linking the Western Soudan
with the Mediterrancan, and probably the
Niger with the Nile, that we can hardly
suppose c¢ven a negro  kingdom  to
have remained quite unafiected by their
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existence. But for us the history of Benin
begins in the century when Portugal sent
forth her captains courageous into every
sca of the Southern Hemisphere. It was
about 1486 that Alonso d’Aveiro came
back from Benin City with a new kind of
pepper, and accompanied by a black
ambassador, accredited by the ruler of
Benin to his royal brother at Lisbon. The
business of this ambassador was to beg for
missionaries, and his success in obtaining
them was, no doubt, largely due to his
good luck in stimulating the enthusiasm
of John II. for mysterious adventures.
He told a tale of an empire lying far to
the east, where dwelt a mighty monarch
to whom the Kings of Benin owed allegi-
ance, and from whom, upon their accession,
they received as insignia a cap, a staff, and
a cross, all of shining brass. In those
days Africa was not yet regarded as a land
created to plague Foreign Secretaries: it
was, rather, the home of all kinds of
marvels — where dragons warred with
clephants, and where lay concealed the
famous empire of "Prester John. It was,
therefore, only natural that this story
should set adventurous brains on fire. But,
after all, the mission came to little: the
climate was too bad, and the natives too
unconvertible.  Nevertheless, the enter-
prise of the Portuguese was not to be
denied, and their influence on the Guinea
coast was a durable one.

But in the sport of colony-hunting
they met with their usual ill-luck. In
the words of a member of the nation
which supplanted them, ‘ They did but
serve as setting - dogs to spring the
game, which as soon as they had done
was scized by others.” DBefore the
middle of the scventeenth century the
Dutch were the predominant power in
these parts, though destined at a later
period to recede in their turn before other
nations. Mecanwhile, the first Englishmen
had visited Benin City in the middle of the
sixteenth century, and in 1591, on their
third expedition, they took up, among
other trading materials, the peculiar horse-
shoe shaped bronze currency to which we
shall have occasion to refer later on. The
Englishmen left no account of the city.
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The first detailed account is given by a
compiler named Artus, of Dantzig, about
1598. Then comes that of Van Nyendael,
the Dutchman, in 1702, published by
Bosman, Chief Factor of the Dutch
possessions.  Since the time of Bosman
the most notable names connected with
Benin are those of Belzoni, who dicd
at Gwato in 1823, and of Sir Richard
Burton the ubiquitous, who was there
in 1862. Between that time and the
expedition of the present year, visits have
been made by an official of the Niger
Company, by a representative of a private
firm, and by Captain Gallwey, D.S.0., of
the East Lancashire Regiment, who led a
mission in 1892.

The kingdom of Benin was formerly
the most powerful of the great negro
states. It is said that at one time its Kings
could put 100,000 men into the field. DBut
in the days of the Dutch explorers its
glory was already on the wane, so that
even in the King’s quarter, which alone
once contained 15,000 inhabitants, the
roomy, clay-built houses stood ‘ like poor
men’s corn, widely distant from each
other.” Some thirty-five years ago Sir
Richard Burton exposed the place as a
city of shams, and subsequent travellers
have agreed in describing ‘“the great
Benin” as a decadent and an incurable
degenerate. But at every stage of its
decay it was always a city of horrors.
The place ‘“had a fume of blood,” and
positively reeked of death. The end
came when Sir Harry Rawson pulled down
Benin from all its remaining state, and
the site of so many abominations was
doomed to remain unbuilt on for ever.

The people of Benin must be dismissed
in a few words. Their way of life, their
beliefs, and their superstitions resemble
those of other West African negroes, and
may be studied in the works of Major
A. B. Ellis, Miss Kingsley, and others.
The King himself was regarded as a sacred
person, and vencration was paid to certain
kinds of animals. Fetish ruled supreme,
so that a man’s worship might be directed
to anything, from an elephant’s tusk
or a human skull to a stick or a sced,
or a lump of clay with feathers stuck in at.
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The Benin * Ju-Ju” was famed far and
wide, and much of the awe in which the
city and its rulers were held seems to have
been due to its influence. It is ncedless
to add that human sacrifice played as
large a part in Benin as cver it did in
Dahome or Ashanti; while the esti-
mation in which the ¢ Ju-Ju Men?”
were held may be gathered from the
fact that, while the price set on
King Duboar’'s head by Sir Ralph
Moor was fifty puncheons, that on the
head of the ¢ chief fetish priest” was as
much as ten. For the rest, the Benin
pcople have been given a fairly good
character for honesty in commerce, though
not in daily life. Burton calls them, with
one exception, the most pilfering race he
cver met with.  And they seem to have been
cleanly, the manufacture of native soap
having been a flourishing industry among
them.  But all travellers unite in describ-
ing them as very second-class fighting
men. According to Bosman, “ They are
so cowardly that nothing but the utmost
necessity can oblige them to fight.” While
Captain Gallwey is still more explicit:
“The Bini is not a fighting man, and a
great coward into the bargain.” This
judgment is borne out by the fact that the
members of the massacred force constantly
charged theirarmed assailants out of cover
with their sticks. The stout resistance
made in defence of their Lares and
Penates may be explained by the nature
of the country, which was admirably
adapted for “sniping” tactics.

As for forms of government, the city
was dominated by the usual serio-comic
African court, surrounded by all the para-
phernalia which Hutchinson calls ‘“ inde-
scribable gimcrackry,” and moving in an
atmosphere of that laborious cercmonial
in the imagination of which the negro
shows something very like genius. In
their commercial transactions with the
outer world the Bini were hampered by
their *Ju-Ju,” which forbade them to
cross water—they were, thercfore, largely
dependent on middlemen, among whom
the Jakris were the most important tribe.

Before turning to the lllustrations, we
must make some mention of the carved
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tusks, which have not yet bceen satis-
factorily photographed.

That thesc tusks were objects of
worship, and that human sacrifices were
offered up before them, there can be no
shadow of a doubt. Nearly all travellers
mention them, and they were found in
private houses as well as in the large
Ju-Ju compounds, their bases being usually
supported by human heads cast in metal.

The report of Sir Ralph Moor, issued in
the present year, contains the following
passage : ‘‘ Scven large sacrifice-com-
pounds were found enclosed by walls 14 ft.
to 16 ft. high, each two to three acres in
extent ; against the end wall in cach,
under a roof, was raised a dais, with an
earthen (clay) sacrificial altar, about 5o ft.
long, close against the wall, on which were
placed the gods to whom sacrifice is
made—mostly carved ivory tusks, standing
upright, mounted at base in hideously
constructed brass heads. In front of each
ivory god was a small earthen mound, on
which the victim’s forehead would appa-
rently be placed.”

The tusks, a very large number of which
have alrcady reached Kurope, are orna-
mented in two distinct styles. The simpler
arc plain and polished over the greater
part of their surface, with a few carved
transversc bands of a plaited pattern.
The more elaborate are completely covered
with human, animal, and monstrous figures,
executed in low relief, many of which are
again met with in the metal castings.
Certain of these tusks are supposed to
have been typical of death, and, as such,
to have been worshipped above others.
One of these, now in the possession of
Sir William Ingram, bears a striking central
figure representing death. Many of the
tusks have suffered considerably from
exposure, and are much weathered, a
result which would naturally follow from
their position under a mere pent-house
roof at the ead of a large open erniclosure,
especially in a climate exposed, as Hakluyt
would say, to ‘ storming weather of such
putrifying qualitic that it rotted the coates
of men's backes.”

The objects in cast metal are exceedingly
numerous, the class now most largely
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